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Helping Children Become Thinkers
ST ABER

Criﬂcol thinking has become a buzzword FIEBAECKAHERRITE. BE, &
in education. In the past, the emphasis EHEREFERNENINE, ERERHM
in classrooms was on imparting information  frstsipy (28 | 5. BESX, 2T E

and content; back in the day this was MR RN B, SRR B e
how we ‘learnt’. In recent years, however, X, BN SRS LA

there’s been a shift toward teaching

crifical thinking, a skill that elevates thinking 4, 4232 el et B -
beyond memorization into the realm of Z?/;?gg};:kt#u BRI AEE, M
0 z~ |24 o

analysis and logic.
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Put another way, critical thinking is about
knowing how to think, not what to think.

Here at Discovery Mind we believe that BEESEREEMNHRHIIHAREMNEES:
critical thinking is an essential life skill. EED, MRHE R AR EEREREERES
We use critical thinking skills every day. RIS, WM B AR P ERER
They help us to make good decisions, SR

understand the consequences of our

actions and solve problems. These

incredibly important social skills are used in .

everything from putting together puzzles The constructivist teacher

to negoftiating your way around the ; :
classroom. Ciritical thinking helps us make +e SGES edUCCIT.IOﬂ and ifs
good sound decisions. attendant curriculum goals

as the result of children
learning by resolving
cognitive conflicts through
experiences, reflection,
and metacognition,
critical thinking is at the
heart of the teaching and
learning process.

(Davis-Seaver, Jane)

KT Math’s problem solving
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nfinitely curious about the world around

them, children constantly observe and
explore, take in new information and
generate their own ideas about how the
world works. A child’s natural curiosity
helps lay the foundation for critical
thinking. Critical thinking requires us to
take in information, analyze it and make
judgements about it and that type of
active engagement requires imagination
and inquisitiveness. As our students take in
new information they fill up a library of sorts
within their brain. They have to think about
how the new information fits in with what
they already know, or, if it changes any
information we already hold to be true.

Open-ended activities
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Playgroup children ploytng wn‘h cloud
dough

K2 role play

K2 science and discovery
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Many parents ask us how they can support  FFERRHH MM EMEREEM I FHFER

the development of critical thinking at IMEHFIEBERRER. UTEESXSTEME
home. Here are a few ways you can B,

encourage your child.
1. ETHBRBEE). BEERFE—ECED

1. Present open—ended activities. Instead B BesaERAR As 5%1% ;f;ynzﬁ{_mﬂaq_
of having the child do a self- portrait by 54 4 | E,ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂé@k_%?%&ﬁéﬁﬁlﬁﬁtlj

giving them a page with the outline of
a body, give them several colours of

construction paper, scissors and glue s . T .
to create a picture of themselves. The 2. MEZTFHESR. A2RE LHREE

BCH&. HRMPIRERTREM.

possibilities are endless. By, ZEMPR THZFHELESS, THEERT
—RSHETHR, HREIMFMABREM M ER
2. Ask the child for their opinion. When fME. [RRAM, HFBXEERITTCE
issues occur in the classroom, instead HESIDWE ., RETEZAEEFRSERK
ofissuing commands, we furn fhe ZERR? | IRERF AN
discussion to the children. “Friends, Sk

we are having frouble remembering

to clean the kitchen area when we
have finished playing. Do you have any
suggestions for what we can do about
this probleme”

Problem solving

K3 working with c;: porfn&?‘o classify
plants

e

K3 Math'’s problem so*l_ving
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Working nd plaig with a partner
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3. Conduct a daily sharing fime activity. 3. EITEHHAZREAER. RMEZETE
Children should be given an opportunity EAZF—EAEm I EEREERIZNEY
to verbally share any information/ e FERSEEREIANSZ(GSHE
item they would like to that day. The REEHRITHIR) . EFE—EEE, E—
other friends in the class should be Are

encouraged to listen to the speaker
(listening skills practice). It would not be
arequirement, but an opportunity.

Sharing Activities

i

IPC Knowledge harvest- K3 students Puppet shows in Pre-Nursery
brainstorming on the unit ‘Flowers and Insects’

Sharing time
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learn many more things from their peers
than they do from adults. The value
of using other children as ‘teachers’ is

4. Let the children be the teacher. Children 4. :E#ZTrRAER. ZHTREES 23R

AIRLLIERFAETREE S . FHMAE
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priceless; in the class children can be
partnered with a friend so that they can
share with each other during an activity.
The thinking, learning and discussion
that goes on during this sharing time is
so valuable that one must always look
out for opportunities to allow children to
‘teach’ each other.

. AESERRIETHNEE. 2R
WIEEHEE, EhEERTHAEESHE
HRIHE .

5. HUTER [ AEE] . BETFFR®A
BEEMMESERE LIMEENNE. A
&, AEEZERFNAIFIRAREEE
2?7 | —ERE [ BEE | MelmeeE B

5. Help children understand the ‘why.’ Tl ST AR AR AR TS LR ) A B

Discuss with children why they are

learning what you are teaching in the

classroom. “Friends why do you think it is

important for us to be a good friend?2” A

routine ‘why’ discussion will help children

develop the thinking skills of reasoning
and understanding the foundation of
learning.

BT RREBENESAMEPIHERERE
A BiggtRF.

Helping a child develop thinking skills will
open up the world to them.

To the rescuel

Seeing the world from a different
perspective
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Thinking skills

We have a strong belief at DMPS, that
as a school, we are responsible not
only for providing a good academic
education but also for developing the
‘whole child’. It is key that children are
enthusiastic learners and critical thinkers
who have the confidence and skills to ask
questions and find answers independently.
The introduction of Discovery Projects at
the start of this year, has provided children
with opportunities to actively engage with
their learning and work collaboratively with
others to solve problems. We have seen
that children rise to the challenge - they
are not only ‘learning to learn’ but are
becoming increasingly adept at solving
problems with growing independence.

The Year 5 and 6 challenge at the start of
the year to organise our International Day
resulted in a wonderful celebration of the
different cultures represented in our DMPS
family. There were lots of logistics to think

throughorganising 3 hours worth of activities
for 180 children, and lots of ‘thinking on their

feet’ when things didn’t go to plan!

Educational research has shown that when
pupils understand how they think and learn
they become more resilient and adaptable
and make greater progress. At DMPS, we
are passionate about learning and are
committed to providing our children with
skills to live successful lives in a rapidly
changing world; we encourage our staff
and children to work with a growth mindset,
develop resilience and have a positive
attitude towards everything they do.

The recent Year 4 Market Day was a
great example of resilience with children
carrying out market research to discover
the product needs, designing a product,
marketing and advertising, selling the
product and then evaluating the profit
made and reflecting on how more money
could have been made. We have some
great entrepreneurs in the making!
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Our pupils are encouraged to think in a
variety of ways which will encourage and
inspire thoughtful learning and a ‘can

do’ aftitude. We would like children to be
conscious of their thinking and encourage
them to explain their thought processes to
help develop understanding. This can be
seen in evidence in maths lessons, where
children explain how they got an answer to
a question or how they solved a problem.
We like to help children to think outside the
box, to be resilient and overcome barriers
fo learning. We want our children to find
solutions to problems and facilitate and
develop open minded thinking.

At DMPS we believe that:

e All'learners have the innate ability to
think and improve their thinking.

* Alllearners need to transfer and
connect thinking processes and
dispositions to secure deep learning.

* Improving thinking and learning is most
effective when this is taught explicitly
and opportunities are provided on a
daily basis to practise and extend skills.

At home, please encourage your child to
think more to solve their own problems; for
example asking, “what do you need to do
to get ready for school2” rather than just
directing the mornings activities for them.

Please also encourage your child to reflect;
| like to ask my children, “What was the best
bit of your day?2” or ‘What did you do to
make you proud today?2”. | love the fact
that they turn the question back on me and
it really makes me think too!

Highest level of
cognitive processing

Creating

Analyzing

Applying

UnElsienelng Lowest level of

cognitive processing

Remembering

Contact Us

Discovery Bay
Discovery Mind International Play Centre
and Kindergarten

401, Marina Commerical Centre, G/F., 2-8
Coastline Villa, Peninsula Village

12987 8088

Discovery Mind Primary School

1/F, Shop 102, 92 Siena Avenue, Discovery
Bay North Plaza

12914 2202

Please scan this QR code to find us on Facebook.

Tung Chung

Discovery Mind International Play Centre
and Kindergarten

G/F., Seaview Crescent, 8 Waterfront Road
T 2987 8070

Discovery Mind Primary School

G/F., Shop A-D, Seaview Crescent, 8
Waterfront Road

1729150666
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